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probably the most  crucial, 
desague. In the 2011 flood, the 
desague was filled with mud, 
rock and debris. This desague is a 
few hundred feet from the  presa 
(diversion) on the Santa Cruz 
River. The river brings  large 
amounts of sand into the acequia 
during normal operation, so 
functioning desagues are critical.



ACEQUIA MADRE PARTIALLY FILLED WITH 
SEDIMENT FROM THE 2011FLOOD

This is the Acequia 
Madre which is much 
larger than the Llano 
or the Sitio. In this 
area, the acequia was 
filled-in with sediment 
for over a mile, 
possibly two miles.



ACEQUIA FILLED-IN WITH SEDIMENT IN 2011

Note the upper left corner of the 
photo where the acequia is 
completely covered. The acequia 
bank on the far side is eroded 
from the water and mud which 
spilled over the acequia bank. The 
bank was completely washed 
away and the acequia cement 
liner was hanging in mid-air. 
Luckily, the cement liner did not 
collapse.



ACEQUIA FILLED-IN WITH SEDIMENT AND 
BANK ERODED FROM FLOODING

The acequia is in the 
foreground. It is 
completely filled-in 
with mud. The 
acequia bank is 
eroded from water 
and mud spilling 
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